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in interest; one could have listened to her all day and
never tired. They were told in the Ottawa language; per-
haps they might not have been so interesting in any other.

But it is of the step-daughter I have the most to tell
She developed into a superior woman, and was pretty.
She retained her mother’s style of dress. The step-father
was kind to her, yet it never seemed to occur to him to
give her the education that was bestowed upon the others.
She was fair-complexioned for an Indian, although her eyes
were very black, and her hair equally so and of the thickest
and longest. She was about seven years of age when her
mother married Bailly, and when she began to know
people other than her own, Madame Laframboise converted
her to the Catholic faith. In the course of time there came
to the island of Mackinac, a young man from the East, who
was of an old and honored family of Philadelphia. He was
a brother of Nicholas Biddle, president of the United States
Bank during the administration of Andrew Jackson, and a
relative of Commodore Biddle.

Edward Biddle became very much attached to this Indian
girl. The attachment warmed into a sincere love on both
sides. He did not know her language, neither did she un-
derstand his; but love needed no tongue. In 1819 they were
married at her step-father’s home. The ceremony was per-
formed by the notary publie, Samuel Abbott, who for years
was the only functionary there invested with the necessary
authority for that purpose.

Would that my pen might do justice to this wedding! It
was most picturesque, yet no one can fully understand its
attractiveness and novelty without some description of the
style of dress worn by the bride and others of the women:
a double skirt made of fine narrow broadcloth, with but one
pleat on each side; no fullness in front nor in the back.
The skirt reached about half-way between the ankle and
the knee, and was elaborately embroidered with ribbon and
beads on both the lower and upper edges. On the lower,
the width of the trimming was six inches, and on the
upper, five inches. The same trimming extended up the



